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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

20 The invention relates to a computer mouse with fragrance 

emitting means. In particular, the invention is a computer 
mouse equipped with fragrance particles that break down and 
are discharged as the mouse is used. 

Recorded use of fragrances and perfumes dates back to as 

25 early as 1580 BC. The industry has experienced a surge of 
popularity over the past few decades with dozens of new * 
fragrances introduced every year. Perfume companies are 
constantly looking for new means of disseminating their 
fragrances to the general public in an attempt to increase 

30 sales. Scent strips and free samples are just two ways that 
consumers are exposed to various scents , 

An unexplored means of presenting scents to consumers is 
through the heart of modern technology, namely personal 
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computers. Over the past decade, the personal computer has 
enjoyed increased popularity and has become a fixture in 
nearly every home and business. Because of the popularity of 
personal computers, it is a natural transgression to combine 
5 the functionality of a computer with the f ashionableness of 
fragrance . 

Modern computer systems have a two tiered input system: 
the keyboard is used for inputting data, and a pointer 
control device is used to select various objects depicted on 
10 the screen. The pointer control is used to open 

applications, pull down menus, move icons, and even draw 
^ pictures . 

W Because the pointer control device is such an important 

O part of the user interface, a proliferation of such devices 

Qj 15 have been developed in an attempt at providing a more "user 
q friendly" pointer control device. The most common pointer 

»l control device is the computer mouse. The mouse is a table- 

ts * top device that translates movement upon the table to 

movement on the screen. Despite the availability of 
20 alternative pointing device, namely track balls, pen tablets, 
and touch screens, the mouse has remained the most widely 
used pointing device. Most computer users feel that it 
provides the greatest control over on-screen positioning and 
selection. 

25 Thus, there exists a need for a computer mouse 

containing fragrance particles that may be emitted when moved 
along a mouse pad. Such a device would enable a computer 


2 


user to enjoy his or her favorite scent while utilizing a 
computer . 

U.S. Patent No. 5,896,124 to Strandberg discloses a 
cleaning trackball for a computer pointing device, said 
5 device having a layer of fabric hotpressed onto the 
trackball . 

U.S. Patent No. 6,015,094 to Por discloses a vehicle 
perfume dispenser designed to release scents during the 
acceleration or deceleration of the vehicle. 
10 U.S. Patent No. 5,591,409 to Watkins shows an apparatus 

and method for providing aromas through the use of electronic 
activation means. By employing metered spray technology, 
aromatic chemicals are sprayed into the immediate vicinity of 
the operator. 

15 While the available units may be suitable for the 

particular purpose employed, or for general use, they would 
not be as suitable for the purposes of the present invention 
as disclosed hereafter. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 


In view of the foregoing disadvantages inherent in the 
prior art, the present invention provides an improved 
5 computer mouse with fragrance emitting means. As such, the 
general purpose of the present invention, which will be 
described subsequently in greater detail, is to provide a new 
and improved computer mouse with fragrance emitting means 
which has all the advantages of the prior art and none of the 

10 disadvantages. 

To attain this, the present invention essentially 
comprises a computer mouse having a housing with a bottom 
surface which rests upon a horizontal operating surface. A 
tracking device is positioned in the housing for generating 

15 pointer control data. A fragrance emitting means is 

contained within the housing of the computer mouse and is in 
communication with the tracking device. When the computer 
mouse is slid across the operating surface, the fragrance 
particles housed within the computer mouse are dispersed into 

20 the surrounding air. 

There has thus been outlined, rather broadly, the more 
important features of the invention in order that the 
detailed description thereof that follows may be better 
understood, and in order that the present contribution to the 

25 art may be better appreciated. There are, of course, 

additional features of the invention that will be described 


4 


hereinafter and which will form the subject matter of the 
claims appended hereto. 

In this respect, before explaining at least one 

* 

embodiment of the invention in detail, it is to be understood 
5 that the invention is not limited in its application to the 
details of construction and to the arrangements of the 
components set forth in the following description or 
illustrated in the drawings. The invention is capable of 
other embodiments and of being practiced and carried out in 
10 various ways. Also, it is to be understood that the 
^. phraseology and terminology employed herein are for the 

^ purpose of description and should not be regarded as 

Cm limiting . 

Q As such, those skilled in the art will appreciate that 

BO 15 the conception, upon which this disclosure is based, may 
p readily be utilized as a basis for the designing of other 

HI structures, methods and systems for carrying out the several 

S t purposes of the present invention. It is important, 
r ~* therefore, that the claims be regarded as including such 

20 equivalent constructions insofar as they do not depart from 
the spirit and scope of the present invention. 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to 
provide a new and improved computer mouse with fragrance 
emitting means which has all the advantages of the prior art 
25 and none of the disadvantages. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
a new and improved computer mouse with fragrance emitting 
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means which may be easily and efficiently manufactured and 
marketed . 

It is a further object of the present invention to 
provide a new and improved computer mouse with fragrance 
5 emitting means which is of durable and reliable construction. 
An even further object of the present invention is to 
provide a new and improved computer mouse with fragrance 
emitting means which is susceptible of a low cost of 
manufacture with regard to both materials and labor , and 

10 which accordingly is then susceptible of low prices of sale 
to the consuming public, thereby making such computer mouse 
economically available to the buying public. 

These together with other objects of the invention, 
along with the various features of novelty which characterize 

15 the invention, are pointed out with particularity in the 

claims annexed to and forming a part of this disclosure. For 
a better understanding of the invention, its operating 
advantages and the specific objects attained by its uses, 
reference should be had to the accompanying drawings and 

20 descriptive matter in which there is illustrated preferred 
embodiments of the invention. 

To the accomplishment of the above and related objects 
the invention may be embodied in the form illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings. Attention is called to the fact, 

25 however, that the drawings are illustrative only. Variations 
are contemplated as being part of the invention, limited only 
by the scope of the claims . 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 


In the drawings, like elements are depicted by like 
reference numerals* The drawings are briefly described as 
follows . 

FIG 1 is a top plan view of the computer mouse according 
to the present invention. 

FIG 2 is a bottom plan view of the computer mouse 
according to the present invention. 

FIG 3 is a cross sectional view of the computer mouse 
illustrating the tracking device covered with thin rupturable 
sacs . 

FIG 4 is a cross sectional view of the computer mouse 
illustrating a refillable chamber in communication with the 
tracking device. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 


FIGS 1 and 2 illustrate a computer mouse 10. The 
computer mouse has a housing 12 having a bottom surface 14 
5 which rests upon a horizontal operating surface 16, such as a 
mouse pad. The computer mouse 10 has a tracking device 18, 
having an outside surface 18S, for determining two 
dimensional movement of the mouse 10 along the operating 
surface 16, and generates pointer control data. This data is 

10 communicated to a computer central processing unit (CPU) 

through a connection cable 20. The computer mouse 10 has an 
upper surface 22, which includes one or more buttons 24, said 
buttons 24 used for clicking or selecting objects on a 
computer screen. In general, the computer mouse 10 described 

15 herein functions in a similar manner as any standard computer 
mouse. 

A fragrance emitting means is contained within the 
housing 12 of the computer mouse 10, said means allowing 
fragrance particles to be dispersed upon movement of the 

20 mouse 10. As illustrated in FIG 3, one workable example for 
the fragrance emitting means works with a mouse 10 wherein 
the tracking device 18 is a ball, the tracking device 18 
thereby having an outside surface 18S having a plurality of 
thin sacs 2 6 positioned along the outside surface 18S of the 

25 tracking device 18. The sacs 26 are filled with scented 
particles. As the computer mouse 10 is guided over the 
operating surface 16, pressure exerted upon the sacs 26 by 


8 


the operating surface 16 causes some of said sacs 2 6 to 
rupture, thereby releasing the fragrance into the surrounding 
air. Eventually, once all the sacs 26 are broken, a tracking 
device 18 with unruptured sacs may be replaced inside the 
5 computer mouse 10. In addition, changing the scent would 
simply involve replacing the ball. 

FIG 4 illustrates a second workable means, comprising a 
fragrance chaimber 28 that is positioned in the housing 12, 
adjacent to the outside surface 18S of the tracking device 
10 18. A small rotatable ball bearing 30 is situated between 
the chamber 28 and the tracking device 18 and is in 
Q communication with both. As the tracking device 18 is rolled 

iil along the operating surface 16, the movement causes the 

C3 rotatable ball 3 0 to also move. As the ball bearing 3 0 

gj 15 rotates, it is coated with fragrance particles housed in the 

sii 

:-i chamber 28. These particles are thereby transferred from the 

i« chamber 28, onto the ball bearing 30, and then onto the 

S; tracking device 18. As the tracking device 18 rotates, the 

H'85? - * 

^ particles are then emitted into the air. 

20 With either means employed, any type of scented particle 

may be emitted from the computer mouse 10. Further, because 
of the construction of both means, upon exhaustion, 
replacement tracking devices or refills may be available to 
the consumer . 

25 In conclusion, herein is presented a computer mouse with 

means incorporated therein for emitting fragrance particles 
into the air surrounding said mouse when moved upon a 
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horizontal operating surface. The invention is illustrated 
by example in the drawing figures, and throughout the written 
description. It should be understood that numerous 
variations are possible, while adhering to the inventive 
concept. Such variations are contemplated as being a part of 
the present invention. 
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